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My Parents
¥y father died in Luniniec; he died of natural causes after a long illness, He died 2
hgppy man = at that time 19L0 - ali his children were safe.
¥ama lived in luniniec (Poland) with three of my boothers, Yakow, Fishl, and Mendel (Marny).
In July 1939, she visited me in Danzig. I begged her for that visit., It was not her first
visit. She wes in Danzig before - I think three times,.
There were already ominous sigrs, and she left my father who wes 111, so the visit was
short. She liked to po to the synapcge on Shnabes, but they 211 were burned after Kristall
¥irht, I took her with me to the Americ=n Consul, I wvisited the Cconsul-te often while
waiting for my Visa. I wanted her to see the atmosphere there., “hél: in Danzig, she got
acqusinted with Malvets femlly and Ben., ¥alve snapped a picture of her while eghe was on
a train going bsck to Pol=nd. Shortly tefore the war stzrted, my teother Yzkow decided
that Mama chould leszve Luniniec which was 2lre=dy in Fuss{an hands, She thourcht th=t she
was going to Qdessa to join Uncle Seleomon. It was not so. The Bussisne vere sending
peorle deep into remote ports of Russia — Asiatic Russiz, even Siberia,
Hama wes erying in her letters thst she left alone, that she 1eft the children, she was
also a2freid of the cold elim=ste, and h=d no warm clothing, I h=d two letters from some-
where in Siberia, and then they storred coming.
“hen Yerdel was in Centr=l Russis (8sdisiec FLESiE) he wrote to me that he was searching
for her and the brothers, The brothers were taken to the Fussizn Army - Tishl wes
wounded and Yakow w2s in Tashkent in 2 military hospital - I h-d three c-rds fronm him,

Manny wrote, when he found them they were all gone, It wae in the Forties,



Americen Visa

I vazs w2iting for the imerican Visa for & wonths, Every six or so*weeks, I would
dress nicely =nd go to the Consul to =sk about my visa, =nd the secretarv would tell
me to come in six weeks, “hen I finally got it, it was =2s if it was = surprise, and I
had to get out =2s soon as possibtle, Once T was summoned to core and I had +to tell the
Vice Monsul sbout mrself =rd what would I do in Am=rics (also to fill out » auestionnaire;
how mary langusres I know = 2 crinted form — whether I am or w=s a Communist =rd other
cuestions) under osth, I w2s given = rsrer that m¥ papers vere Accented, Thet peper was
a real rrotection., “hen I got the 4meriezn Viss, I had to ret out as soor ns rorsible,

I needed 2 trzrsit viss to cross Cermany to Hollard, I reeded = UYollerd visz to cross

to Znglapd, srd T reeded a Fritish Viss to enter Englerd to bosrd my shin, T also had to
make 2 li=st of my belonpings te nresent to nermaﬁ suthorities, %o ret permicsedior to toke
the thines out (it was recuirsd from Jews leaving E#rfir).Jﬁnlre enuld not t=ke out her
rew Zirper Sewirpg machire,

I pot the Gerven vis=s from a2 very helliperent Ter—=n officisl; T gnt +he Yoll-nd
vien e=sily. “hen I c'me to the Fritisk Corsul, he demarded to see mv shin's ticket
which I did rot h=ve yet, I r-r to the Cunard Line, thev sent me *o the =2pert to his
home ~ re refuszed to sell the ticket, he ==id: he need= confirm=t’or fro- lordor, Englend
ard th=t the time 1is too short, Tack T rur to' tre Fritish Consivl =r¢ ~pain e eaid po ~rd
ﬁ%t the ticket, Danzip is not a wvery bir city erd one could run hack apd “orth, I felt I
h=ve o take the metter in ryv hands. I “irmly demsrded from the apent tre ticlket, He wss

seerinrly demoralized; it was a tense situatior in Derzig with hostile vrontezrda from

Fazi Germany da2y =Tter day. He s2id the shir 4is tooked =already

+» I told him there will ke
a next shio; he §E$é>m0r~ exnensive #rnd he does not ¥row the d-=te of der-rture, I told him
leave the dzte open ard I told him the Rritish Consul demsrds th=t he should sell me*the
ticket, I got the ticket for SE Acuitaniz (d=te open. As7ir I wert to the Fritish Corsul,
I rot the Viss,

I wes alloted by the Cer-ans n sum of 1C fermen Merks - that is 211 T w=s =1lowed *o

tzke out. I did smurrle out 30 dollsrs whick T sewed ¥in the helt of —+ skirt. I had LO

puldens in Tanrip morey (lets say AC dollars worth rob reslly), "hose T cou’d not exchanee






